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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2010
A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY  
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services
The ArtPrize 2010 painting, “The 
River Ocean,” by Italian artist 
Luigi Marzo will remain in Grand 
Rapids, as a gift to Grand Valley. 
Marzo, who was born in southern 
Italy and currently lives and works 
in Perugia, presented his painting 
to the Grand Rapids Sister Cities 
International Perugia Committee, 
which in turn donated it to Grand 
Valley to give it a permanent home. 
A reception to welcome Marco 
Nobili, Detroit Consul General 
of Italy, in conjunction with the 
painting dedication ceremony, was 
held November 19 in the Steelcase 
Library foyer, on the Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. The painting is 
installed in the foyer, to the left 
of the library doors. For more 
information about the artist and the 
painting, visit www.artprize.org .
Honorary Chair Marcia Knapp Haas, wife 
of President Thomas J. Haas, accepted the 
gift on behalf of the university. Guests at 
the event included Grand Rapids Mayor 
George Heartwell, representatives from 
Grand Rapids Sister Cities International 
and the Perugia Committee.
Though the artist has returned to Italy, 
he stated that having spent his childhood 
between the Ionian and Adriatic seas instilled 
in him a strong connection with water and 
the charm of Mediterranean myths. 
“The River Ocean,” an acrylic on canvas 
painting that measures roughly 11 feet by 2 
feet, was described as echoing some melodic 
and rhythmic sensations, just like a river. It 
was exhibited in the Ledyard Building during 
ArtPrize 2010 and included a brief video of 
pictorial and musical work. The installation 
evoked the Greek River Ocean and an aesthetic 
symbol of continuous transformation. 
Nobili spent the part of November 19 on the 
Allendale Campus interacting with students 
in Italian language and culture classes. He 
observed student presentations that were 
based on projects celebrating the 10th edition 
of “Italian Week in the World.” This year’s 
topic focused on the contribution of Italian 
music to the language and its influence 
on the cultural identity of youth, with a 
comparison to the American music heritage.
Grand Valley receives ArtPrize painting
The final performance of Grand Valley’s Fall 
Arts Celebration 2010 will bring together the 
University Arts Chorale, alumni members of 
that ensemble, and an orchestra consisting of 
faculty members and students for a special 
performance in downtown Grand Rapids. 
A Fall Arts Celebration Holiday Gift: George 
Frideric Handel’s “Messiah,” is planned for 
Monday, December 6, 8 p.m., in Fountain Street 
Church, 24 Fountain Street NE, Grand Rapids. 
The 80-minute performance of the first part 
of Handel’s popular oratorio, concluding with 
the always uplifting “Hallelujah” chorus, is 
a fitting vehicle for the entire community to 
celebrate Grand Valley’s 50th anniversary. 
Conceived for the concert hall, “Messiah” 
was not performed in a church until eight 
years after its first performance in Dublin in 
1742. Grand Valley selected Fountain Street 
Church for the performance because it is an 
historic venue noted for beautiful acoustics, 
perfect for hearing this choral masterwork.
Performing the memorable solo 
arias will be Department of 
Music faculty members Kathryn 
Stieler, soprano; Dale Schriemer, 
baritone; Sandra Maytan, mezzo-
soprano; and Min Jin, tenor. 
Last performed at Grand Valley in 
1994, this rendition of “Messiah” 
will feature a 70-member 
chorus directed by Ellen Pool, 
associate professor of music. 
The orchestra and chorus will 
be conducted in performance 
by Henry E. Duitman, assistant 
professor of music.  
Generous support and 
commitment to Fall Arts 
Celebration 2010 have been 
provided by Ginny Gearhart 
and the Gearhart Family, 
Liesel and Hank Meijer, Elaine and Larry 
Shay, and Judy and Peter Theune. 
The performance is free and open to the public. 
For information about Fall Arts Celebration, 
call x12180, or visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts .
Fall Arts Celebration will close with ‘Messiah’
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
The 2010 Fall Arts Celebration will close with a performance of Handel’s 
‘Messiah,’ set for December 6 at Fountain Street Church in Grand 
Rapids.
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Detroit Consul General of Italy Marco Nobili, second from right, was 
on hand November 19 when members of the Grand Rapids Sister 
Cities International Perugia Committee donated an ArtPrize painting 
to Grand Valley. Marcia Knapp Haas, third from right, accepted the 
painting by Italian artist Luigi Marzo on behalf of the university.
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Grand Valley’s annual Service Award and 
Holiday Gathering for faculty and staff members 
is scheduled for Thursday, December 2.
The event will run from 3-5 p.m. in the Kirkhof  
Center, Grand River Room, with the awards  
ceremony starting at 3:30 p.m. Campus offices  
may close at 3 p.m.
40-year award recipients are:
Robert Beasecker, Library
John Gracki, Chemistry (retired)
Thomas Herzog, Psychology
Sheldon Kopperl, Biomedical Sciences
Christine Rydel, Modern Languages  
 and Literatures
Sue Willemsen, Student Services  
 Dean’s Office
35-year award recipients are:
Gregg Dimkoff, Finance
Roger Ellis, School of Communications
Myron Mast, School of Public, Nonprofit  
 and Health Administration
30-year award recipients are:
Toby Burke, Facilities Services
Carrie Corbin, WGVU (retired)
Robert Cross, College of Education
Emily Droste-Bielak, Kirkhof College  
 of Nursing
William Fisher, Information Technology
Rita Grant, Seidman College of Business
Jon Jellema, Provost’s Office
Linda Longnecker, Payroll Office
Robert Lumbert, WGVU
Mary Medendorp, Registrar’s Office
William Moss, Facilities Services
James Sanford, Seidman College of Business
Nancy Shontz, Biology (retired)
Michael Spofford, Facilities Services
Timothy Strickler, Biomedical Sciences
Kathryn Waggoner, Library
Jeffrey Woollett, College of Liberal Arts  
 and Sciences Dean’s Office
John Zaugra, Counseling and Career 
 Development Center
25-year award recipients are:
Lee Copenhaver, Music
Mary deYoung, Sociology
David Edwards, Facilities Services
Margaret Friar, Mathematics
Linda Goossen, College of Health 
 Professions Dean’s Office
Holly Kloostra, Department of Public Safety
Larry Kotman, School of Computing and 
 Information Systems
Ginger Lange, Career Services
Alireza Mohammadzadeh, School of 
 Engineering
Jerrod Nickels, University Bookstore
Hollie Rago, Accounting Office
Service awards to be presented at holiday party
IT staff members offer tips 
to keep kids safe online
Parents need to be the “online hall monitors” when their children  
are surfing the web. Staff members from Information Technology  
delivered that message during a presentation to Grand Valley fathers  
of young children.
Jayne Dissette and Katie Clark met with “What Daddies Do Best,” a group 
of fathers who meet regularly throughout the year to discuss the joys and 
challenges of parenting. The group is facilitated by Work Life  
Connections and the Children’s Enrichment Center.
Dissette said the computers or laptops in the home should be kept in the  
living room, where activity can be monitored. “You should talk to your  
kids about online safety, especially when they’re using social networks  
like MySpace and Facebook,” she said.
Clark suggested installing parental control computer programs like K9 
Web Protection or NetNanny that can block inappropriate content.
They also said smart phone pose a danger and that parents should 
tell their children to avoid communicating with strangers through 
social networks, instant messaging programs or online games.
Dissette and Clark created a podcast of their presentation. It is 
free and available on Grand Valley’s iTunesU website; visit  www.
gvsu.edu/itunes and search for “Information Technology.”
Grand Valley hosts NATS state  
auditions
Grand Valley hosted the National Association of Teachers of Singing  
state auditions in November, which saw participation from 246 singers  
and 44 teachers. 
“We had teachers and students from as far north as Northern Michigan 
University as well as many other parts of the state,” said Kathryn 
Stieler, associate professor of music and event organizer. “A large 
number of our students were awarded prizes in their categories, 
which speaks to the high level of students we have here at Grand 
Valley.” The following Grand Valley students and pianists won awards 
in their respective divisions (teachers are noted in parenthesis).  
Caitlin Cusack and Cynthia Haas (Schriemer): first place 
Ross Gordon and Casey Baker (Stieler): second place 
Xander Greene and Robert Byrens (Stieler): third place 
Lily Guerrero and Byrens (Stieler): second place 
Emalie Huber and Byrens (Stieler): honorable mention 
Rachel Niewiada and Haas (Cameron): third place 
Alexandra Papas and Haas (Jin): third place 
Reece Smith and Haas (Cameron): third place 
George Toles and Matt Kahl (Stieler): second place.  
continues on page 3
MyGVSU survey subcommittee
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
Several members 
of the marketing 
subcommittee for the 
myGVSU Survey are 
pictured. The survey 
will be offered online 
to all students, faculty 
and staff members from 
February 1-14. 
Pictured are (back row, 
left to right) Mike Stoll, 
Chris Barbee and Neal 
Rogness; (front row, 
left to right) Marlene 
Kowalski-Braun and 
Rhonda Lubberts.
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Haitian professor to 
speak on water quality
The Padnos International Center will 
sponsor a presentation by a Haitian professor 
on the water quality in that country.
Evens Emmanuel, from Quisqueya 
University in Port au Prince, Haiti, will give 
a presentation on Wednesday, December 1, 
from 2-3 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt Center.
Emmanuel will discuss groundwater 
contamination and quality of water supplied to  
Port-au-Prince camps. For more information, 
call the Padnos International Center at x13898.
Carillon concert set 
to ring in holidays
Ring in the holidays with a visit to the Cook 
Carillon Tower, on the Allendale Campus, 
on Friday, December 3, from 1-3 p.m. 
This opportunity will give participants access 
to the tower to observe the performance by 
University Carillonneur Julianne Vanden 
Wyngaard. Refreshments will be offered along 
with an opportunity to win door prizes. 
For more information, call the Department  
of Music at x13484.
GVTV to record free 
video greetings to 
military personnel 
Chelsea Micinski remembers seeing holiday 
greetings from deployed military service 
personnel sprinkled throughout television 
broadcasts while at home in Beulah. The 
Grand Valley senior, a film and video major 
in the School of Communications, decided it 
would be great if the reverse were possible 
and has organized an effort to do so.
Operation Salutations will give West Michigan  
families of military personnel the opportunity  
to record a 5-7 minute message on Saturday,  
December 4, from 10 a.m.-7 p.m., in the GVTV  
studio, located in the lower level of  
Kirkhof Center. The service is offered free of 
charge and on a drop-in basis. The recorded 
videos will be placed on a website accessible 
to the families with a password, which can 
be shared with their intended audience.
As president of the student-run television 
station, Micinski wanted GVTV to become  
involved in something that gives back to the  
local community. “We have grown our  
programming to include eight original  
programs that air on a regular basis,” she said. 
GVTV offers Grand Valley students hands-on  
experience in technical areas of producing,  
as well as writing, reporting, promotions,  
directing and acting. 
The station is non-commercial and broadcasts 
only on campus. Currently about 60 students 
participate in the station’s operations, including 
an executive board with several faculty 
and staff members serving as advisors. 
Call x14888 for more information.
What’s Ahead
Terry Sack, Meadows Golf Course
Mary Ann Sheline, Regional Math and 
 Science Center
Bonnie Ulmer-DeGraves, Admissions
Scott Vanderberg, School of 
 Communications
Patricia White, Mathematics
Linda Yuhas, Human Resources
Michael Yuhas, Seidman College of Business
20-year award recipients are:
Barbara Baker, Physical Therapy
Janet Brashler, Anthropology
Anne Caillaud, Modern Languages  
 and Literatures
Michael Cotter, Seidman College of Business
Barbara Ellis, Biology
Janet Felker, Telecommunications
Kathryn Frazine, Facilities Services
Frank Griggs, Seidman College of Business
Sharon Helgert, Counseling and  
 Career Development Center
Kevin Howell, Facilities Services
Jann-Huei Jinn, Statistics
Virginia Klingenberg, Classics
Gary Klingler, Mathematics
Blair Miller, Chemistry
Jaideep Motwani, Seidman College  
 of Business
Suzanne Norman, Student Academic 
 Success Center
Karen Ozga, Physical Therapy
Michael Payne, School of Public, Nonprofit 
 and Health Administration
Kim Ranger, Library
Jody Reid, Student Accounts
Ross Reynolds, Physics
Valerie Rhodes-Sorrelle, Procurement 
 Services
Maureen Ryan, Kirkhof College of Nursing
Alan Scott, Facilities Services
James Smither, History
Ivo Soljan, English
Elizabeth Storey, College of Education
Linda Stratton, Provost’s Office
Kim Suber, Accounting
Susan Swartzlander, Honors College
Yonglei Tao, School of Computing and 
 Information Systems
Lorelle Thomas, Art and Design
Steve Tripp, History
Janet Vail, Annis Water Resources Institute
Karen VanTimmeren, Registrar’s Office
Cliff Welch, History
Helen Westra, English
Brian White, English
10-year award recipients are:
Jamal Alsbbagh, School of Computing and 
 Information Systems
Erin Babson, Operations, Pew Campus and 
 Regional Centers
Daniel Barricklow, Information Technology
Marshall Battani, Sociology
Yvonne Bird, Information Technology
Patricia Bloem, English
Wallace Boeve, Physician Assistant Studies
Bonnie Bowen, College of Education  
 Dean’s Office
Brian Bowe, School of Communications
Lynelle Brown, Kutsche Office of  
 Local History
Kurt Bullock, English
Dawn Burnaby, Library
Kimberly Busman, College of Education
Delmer Cable, Facilities Services
David Cannon, Seidman College of Business
Susan Carson, College of Education
David Coffey, Mathematics
Michele Coffill, News and  
 Information Services
Jean Conzelmann, Student Accounts
Paul Cornish, Political Science
Denise Davis, Housing
Patty Derusha, Facilities Services
William Dickinson, Mathematics
Susan Edwards, Seidman College of 
 Business
Jill Eggers, Art and Design
Kurt Fanning, Seidman College of Business
Abigail Forbes, Housing
Robert Gildersleeve, Campus Recreation
Tony Glaab, University Bookstore
Natalia Gomez, Modern Languages and 
 Literatures
Lois Goossen, Pew Faculty Teaching and 
 Learning Center
Gregory Green, College of Health 
 Professions
Michael Grischke, Facilities Services
Aaron Haight, Student Life
Chad Haynor, Facilities Services
Ann Hayward, Library
Joanie Hodson, College of Liberal Arts and 
 Sciences Academic Advising Center
Wallace Holder, Admissions
Michelle Holstege, Facilities Services
Michael Jenkins, Information Technology
Cheryl Jones, Human Resources
Edwin Joseph, Geography and Planning
Gerald Judge, College of Education
Priscilla Kimboko, School of Public, 
 Nonprofit and Health Administration
Diane Kimoto, School of Public, Nonprofit 
 and Health Administration
Eric Klingensmith, Counseling and Career 
 Development Center
Stanley Krohmer, Liberal Studies
Cynthia Kruizenga, Kirkhof College of 
 Nursing
Paula Lancaster, College of Education
Sean Lancaster, College of Education
Inara Lazdins, Meijer Holland Campus
Elena Lioubimtseva, Geography and 
 Planning
Service awards to be presented at holiday party
continued from page 2
continues on page 4
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General Events 
Mon., Nov. 29
6:30 p.m.: Women’s Center Workshop: 
“Breaking Down Poverty’s Barriers,” by 
Donna Beegle. GRR, KC. Call x12748 for 
information.
Tues., Nov. 30
Noon: Health and Wellness Workshop: 
Navigating the Senior Care Maze. 1142 KC. 
Call x12215 for information. 
6 p.m.: American Indian Heritage Month 
Event: “Ulali,” by Jennifer Kriesburg and 
Pura Fe’. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
Call x15034 for information.
Wed., Dec. 1
11 a.m.: AWRI Seminar: “Water Quality in 
Port au Prince Haiti,” by Evens Emmanuel. 
LMC, Muskegon. Call x13749 for informa-
tion.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for informa-
tion. 
2 p.m.: Padnos International Center Lecture: 
“Water Quality in Port au Prince Haiti,” by 
Evens Emmanuel. CDC. Call x13898 for 
information. 
3:30 p.m.: Psychology Research Colloquium. 
308 PAD. Call x12195 for information.  
4:30 p.m.: PACES and Graduate Studies 
Department Workshop: Library Skills. 
303C DEV. Call x16858 for information. 
Thurs., Dec. 2
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.
Noon: FTLC Workshop: Teaching to Develop 
Critical Thinking. 302E DEV. Call x13498 
for information. 
Noon: Health and Wellness Support Group. 
“What Daddies Do Best.” 2264 KC. Call 
x12215 for information. 
3 p.m.: Annual Service Awards Celebration 
and Holiday Gathering. GRR KC. 
6 p.m.: Seidman Professional Development 
Series. “How to Do the Office Holiday 
Party,” by Ann Byers. AH. Call x17100 for 
information. 
6 p.m.: Saxophone Studio Recital. CDC. Call 
x13484 for information.
6:30 p.m.: Student Senate hosts “The 
Last Lecture,” by Danielle DeMuth. 
Multipurpose Room, HON. 
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. Marlen 
Vavrikova, oboe, and Giuseppe Lupis, 
piano. Sherman Val Solkema Recital Hall, 
PAC. 
Fri., Dec. 3
2 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: Teaching to Develop 
Critical Thinking. 1104 KC. 
Sun., Dec. 5
3 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. Gregory Maytan, 
violin and Giuseppe Lupis, piano. Sherman 
Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. 
5 p.m.: Saxophone Studio Quartet Recital. 
Sherman Val Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. 
Sports
Thurs., Dec. 2
6 and 8 p.m.: Basketball hosts Ohio 
Dominican University.
Sat., Dec. 4
1 and 3 p.m.: Basketball hosts Tiffin 
University.
Service awards to be presented at holiday party
Steven Lipnicki, Student Services, Pew 
 Campus
Valeria Long, Library
Karen Loth, University Development
Simha, Magal, Seidman College of Business
Theresa Maycroft, Library
Joseph McCargar, School of 
 Communications
Douglas McKenzie, School of Criminal 
 Justice
Mary Jo Miedema, Kirkhof College of 
 Nursing
Teresa Miller, Seidman College of Business
Douglas Montagna, History
Laurel O’Bradovich, Registrar’s Office
Patricia Oldt, College of Education
Christen Pearson, English
Clayton Pelon, College of Education
Sarah Pepper, Library
Brian Phillips, Sociology
Toni Postema, College of Health Professions 
 Dean’s Office
Victoria Powers, Educational Support 
 Program/TRiO
Linda Raterink, Information Technology
Nancy Raymond, Library
Amanda Reader, WGVU
Dori Runyon, Pew Campus Security and 
 Regional Centers
Walter Sa, Psychology
James Schaub, School of Communications
Ellen Schendel, Writing
Jennifer Schick, Accounting Office
Donna Scholten, University Development
Geling Shang, Philosophy
Eugene Smallegan, Information Technology
Patricia Smith, University Counsel
Regina Smith, Modern Languages and 
 Literatures
Robin Smith-Colton, School of Social Work
Sherril Soman, Chemistry 
Jesse Soto, Facilities Services
Bobby Springer, Multicultural Affairs
David Stark, History
Wendy Steenland, Student Academic 
 Success Center
John Stevenson, Graduate Studies Office
Richard Stoelzel, Music
Valerie Stoelzel, Music
Lisa Sweany, Athletics
Jeffrey Sykes, Disability Support Services
Akalu Tefera, Mathematics
Beverly Tramper, Cell and Molecular 
 Biology
Linda VanDenBrink, Office of the President
Marilyn Vander Werf, Kirkhof College of 
 Nursing
Sherri Velderman, Educational Support 
 Program
Victoria Veenstra, School of 
 Communications
Maribeth Wardrop, University Development
Karen Warner, Facilities Services
Laurie Witucki, Chemistry
Claudia Wojciakowski, College of Education
Michael Wolfe, Psychology
Douglas Wondergem, Information 
 Technology
Kathleen Wright, Conference Services
Barbie Young, Psychology
Renee Zettle-Sterling, Art and Design 
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